LOCARNO   LIMITED
of the British action in accepting the League Council's
award—which gave rise to Labour's anger and ultimate
abstention. They were not placated by his promise, which
he fulfilled,, to submit the Treaty in its completed form to
the House in the coming session. Emaciated though the
debate was through Labour's action, it is important not only
as showing Baldwin's skill in the arts of conciliation, but as
marking a rise in Eden's Parliamentary status, for he was
the first Government spokesman after the Prime Minister.
Keeping in mind the implications of Locarno as against
the Geneva Protocol, Baldwin's speech is a characteristic
effort, deceptive in its simplicity, double-minded in its
allegiance. He defended his motion chiefly for its loyalty to
the League. He pointed out that the undertaking to accept
the League award had been given in the first instance by
Lord Curzon at Lausanne. It did not represent a particular
policy adopted for this particular dispute, but was ' merely
one instance of the application of a principle to which all
parties have been committed ever since the Covenant of the
League of Nations was included in the Treaty of Ver-
sailles—I mean the principle of extending the use of the
League of Nations as an instrument of the peaceful settle-
ment of international difference, and strengthening by our
support its authority for that purpose.* Then follows a
passage, forgotten now, but which contains within it all the
seeds of subsequent ambiguities from Manchuria to Spain
and Czechoslovakia: * Right hon. members who recently
were sitting opposite '— (a perfect Parliamentary thrust this)
—* were prepared to give that principle a much wider
application than we believe to be practicable. They were
ready to enter into a Protocol by which they would have
engaged this country not only to submit all possible disputes
of its own to arbitration but also to go to war with any
other country which did not fulfil a similar obligation,
however remote the conflict might be from any conceivable
British interests. We have been less ambitious, but we have
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